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Word Counts (JEQ, A&EL, and CFTM) 

Certain journals use word counts to ensure concise writing or journal standards. The process for how 
word counts are processed varies by journal, though the way they are calculated is the same across all 
journals. Word counts do not include titles, author lists, affiliations, keywords, abbreviations, any 
disclaimers (such as funding, data availability, etc.) or acknowledgments, or references. All figures and 
tables are counted as 300 words each. 

Journal of Environmental Quality 
For the Journal of Environmental Quality, headquarters staff will complete a word count as part of their 
initial processing immediately after a paper is submitted. The word count will be added to the 
manuscript, and if it is over 7,000 words, the manuscript will be flagged with the blue circle “over word 
count” flag. The editor will then review the manuscript to verify if word count is an issue. If it is not, they 
will remove the flag and move the paper forward as usual. If the word count is too high for peer review, 
the editor will unsubmit the manuscript to return it to the author for changes. 

Note: Certain paper types are excluded from the 7,000-word limit, including Reviews & Analysis, Dataset 
Papers, Environmental Issues, and certain special section papers. 

Agricultural & Environmental Letters 
For Agricultural & Environmental Letters, the editor runs a word count as part of their initial manuscript 
review after the paper is assigned to them. If the paper is over the 2,500-word limit, the paper is sent 
back to the author for revisions. 

Crop, Forage, & Turfgrass Management 
For Crop, Forage & Turfgrass Management, headquarters staff will complete a word count as part of 
their initial processing immediately after a paper is submitted. The word count will be added to the 
manuscript for editor review. 

 




